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Ranchers Exploration 6 Development Corporation

Small Fry Mine
ACT /037 /O22

Section 33 6 34, Township 29S., Range 24E.
Section 26, Toinnship 29!S., Range 24E.
Section 3, Township 30S., Range 24E.

San Juan CountY, Ut-ah



LOCATION:

Ranchers Explor"ation and Development Corporation is presently ope:rating an
undergnound random noom and pillan unanium mine. The surface facilities are
located in Section 27, Township 29% South, Range 24 East; and the related holdings
include pants of Sections 33 and 34, Township 29 South, Range 24 East, Section
26, Townshi.p 29\ South, Range 24 East and Section 3, Township 30 South, Range
24 East, San Juan County, Utah. Consult the enclosed map fon the mine site
location.

The minets sur:face facilities are situated on the side of a mesa, on the
west side of Big Indian Val1ey

SOILS AND GEOLOGY:

Due to the l-ocation of the mine, located on a steep mesa side, which is
formed on the Lisbon Vatley Articline, soils are shallow and nock outcrops are
numerous. The mine is a reactivation of a previous openation that existed pnion
to the Utah Mined Land Reclamation Act; because of this soils were not stockpiled.
Ranchers Exploration and Development Corporation will attempt to revegetate the
spoil matenial and disturbed aneas without spreading soil oven the area

The geology is simple and the structune is relatively flat.
from the Triassic Chinle Fonmation.

One is mined

HYDROLOGY;

There are no perennial streams adjacent to the mine; ephemenal washes dr"ain
the area.

The erosion potentiat of the natural undisturbed area is relatively high due
to soil charactenistics and sparse vegetation. Erosion potential of the rnine
area is extremely high. This is due to spoil material being dumped oven the
edge the::eby lying at the angle of repose. The waste-nock pa::ticles are easily
detached by rainfall., and the slopes are steep and 1ong. These factors give rise
to severe erosion and sediment production. Howeven, ther"e is no othen feasible
method of sur"face spoil disposal. The impacts of the severe er:osion potential
are slight as the sediment is nedeposited as the slopes become less steep. Sediment
probably does not r-each a perennial watelrcourse.

The mine does not encounten significant gnoundwaten, and does'not dischange
mine waten to the surface.
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ECOTOGY:

The mine site is located in a-pinyon-junipen nangeland community that hasbeen ehained and planted to cnested-whlatgiass'. The irea is managed fon livestockpnoduction and deen habitat.

STRUCTURES AND FACILITTES :

Thene a}^e ho penmanent stnuctunes located on the sur:face. Two adits pnovideaccess to the undengnound wonkings. Sevenal additional shallow entnies alsoexist that ane used fon stonage and work space.

Like most unanium mines in the area, waste :r,ock was duinped at the angle ofrePose from the pontal. A level pad appnoximatel-y 475 feet iy 225 feet has beenconstnueted fi:om waste nock in this manner:.

I'IINING AND RECLAMATION:

Ranchens ExpJ-onation and Development Conponation has sommited to the iternslisted below:

Du:ring Ope:rations:

1. Access wiJ-l be via existing ::oads.

2. Only pr:e-existing waste dumps wil-l be utilized.
3' Mining will be conducted in a safe, ordenly and wonkmanlike mannep.

After Openations:

1' Shafts, tunnels and holes will be sealed to pnevent unauthonized onaccidental enh:y. Wanning signs will be posled if thene appears to bea likelihood of public access.

2. Tnash and debnis will be adequately disposed of.
3. waste will be contou::ed to the sunnounding tennain.

4' Distri:rbed areas will be harrowed, and bnoadcast seeded with cnestedwheatgrass- Altennative glrasses will be considened. Reseeding will
be done if necessary.
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IMPACTS:

The mine facilities were in existence pnion to the utah Mined Land Recl-amationAct' The Reclamation Plan will eliminate safety hazands and reduce envinonmental' irpacts.

SURETY ESTIMATE:

Reclarnatior sunety for: this openation is estimated to ue $tgrg4g.00, whichincludes 5? inflation ior" the 5 yu.o pooposed rnine life.
The sunety estirnate incl-udes the fotlowing wonk:

a. Sealing of 2 pontals,
b. Removal of stnuctures and equipment,
c. Removal of tr"ash and debnis,
d. Regnading of the fill pad and noads,
e. Harnowing and seeding,
f. Supe:ovisory 1abor,
g. Removal of hazandous substances,
h. Reseeding .if necessary,
i. fnflation.

A eopy of the sunety estimate is enclosed..

APPLICATTON HTSTORY:

June 20, I97T

June 24, 1977

October- 3L, Ig77
Novembe:r 3, Ig77
Novemben 9, IITZ
Novemben 23, Ig77
Decemben 7, I97T

Notice of fntent received.
Division nep1y, nequest Mining E Reclamation
Plan.
Mining and Reclamation pl_an neceived.
Map nequested by Division
Division inspection.
Reply that a map will be pnepaned.

Second Division inspection.
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APPTICATION HISTORY (CONT) :

Apnil 17, I97B

June 15, 1978

Septemben l, 1979

Septemben 8, 1979

July 6, f979
July 20, 1979

Map neceived.
Division nequest filing of MR-g fonm,
Commitment to M-10 Rules.
Attonney fon company reply that the companyfeels the filing of the MR-g Fonm is un_
necessary and nebundant.

Division r"ep1y.

Meeting with company attorney.
Filing of narrative concenning M-10 Rule.


